Supplement to the Diploma of Vocation
In the name of the Triune God and by His authority, in order that we might carry out His
mission to the world, we hereby authorize and obligate you:
To administer to us the Word of God in its full truth and purity as contained in the Sacred Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments and as set forth in the confessional writings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as found in the Book
of Concord;
To administer the holy sacraments in accordance with their divine institution;
To demonstrate the mind and spirit of Christ as you serve the members of the congregation and equip them for
Christ's mission to seek and save the lost;
To equip and enable the members of the congregation to serve one another and those outside the fellowship of the
congregation;
To perform the functions of a pastor in an evangelical manner; to aid, counsel, and guide members of all ages and
social conditions; to visit the sick and the dying; to admonish the indifferent and the erring; to support the members
of the congregation as they extend that evangelical ministry to others;
To guard and promote faithfully the spiritual welfare of the members of this congregation, in particular to see to the
instruction of the catechumens, both children and adults, in the Word and thus prepare them for communicant
membership in the church;
To guide the congregation in applying the divinely ordained discipline of the church according to the Word of God
and to assist and lead the members of the congregation in practicing the forgiven life with one another;
To promote and guide the mission activity of the congregation as it is related to the local community and to
endeavors of the Synod and its Districts, in particular to train workers and guide them in evangelism and to enlist the
support of the congregation for mission work;
To serve as a resource and guide for members of the congregation as they participate in the ministry of Christian
education, and to train parents to teach the Christian faith to their children;
To assist the congregation in adopting administrative policies and procedures that will help it carry out the mission
of a Christian congregation;
To serve the congregation as an example of Christian conduct; to endeavor earnestly to live in Christian unity with
the members of the congregation, fellow workers, and sister congregations in the Synod; and by the grace of God to
do everything possible for the edification of the congregation and the upbuilding of the church in Christ.
As the baptized people of God we partner with you to accomplish His mission to the world, and we
hereby obligate ourselves:
To receive you as a servant of Jesus Christ, to give you the honor and love and obedience that the Word prescribes,
to aid you by word and deed, and to support you with our diligent, faithful assistance and prayers;
To make faithful and regular use of the means of grace;
To work with you to equip God's people to glorify Him and extend His kingdom by living out our baptism;
To make appropriate arrangements for your continuing education as a professional person in the ministry of the
Gospel;
To provide for your proper maintenance according to our ability and to review your salary, housing arrangements,
and all allowances periodically, beginning with the following arrangements.

