April, 2018
Dear Vendors and Non-Delegate Guests of the 2018 New Jersey District Convention June 1 and 2:

Greetings in Christ! This comes to you on behalf of the 2018 Convention Committee. The dates of the 2018 District Convention may seem far off. Therefore make now the best time to complete plans to attend the convention!

The Convention

“Wise Disciples Train for the Kingdom” is this year’s convention’s theme based upon Matthew 7: 24-27 and Matthew 13:52. Convention business will include:
· elections of persons to district offices;
· enlightening and lively reports by the councils of our District;

· presentations and question and answer time by essayist The Rev. Dr. Mark Seifrid;

· Synodical 1st Vice President Rev. Dr. Herb Mueller, Jr. and Regional Vice President and 6th Vice President Rev. Chris Esget will also be in attendance.
       Friday night will be opportunity to participate in a special Communion Service with

       District President Rev. Dr. Anthony Steinbronn, Celebrant, together with your brothers and sisters in

       Christ from all over the district. A dinner buffet will be provided on Friday prior to the worship service in place 
      of the banquet held in previous years.
Please note these extras about the convention and its activities: 
·   Registration and payment of which must be received by May 8th;
· extra tickets for any and all meals for non-delegate attendees are available for purchase;

· coffee, juice and Danish will be provided during mid-morning breaks; and 

· room cost is per room with up to two occupants.  Additional occupants will add a $15 charge per person. 

Registration

The convention this year will be held at the Double Tree Guest Suites by Hilton, 515 Fellowship Road North in Mount Laurel, New Jersey, reached via Exit 4, NJ Turnpike (Route 73 North), or Exit 36, I-295. Hotel meals for non-delegates can be ordered on your registration form paid via the NJ District, saving you, therefore, payment of any State Sales Tax.

Please note we expect to be limited to the number of rooms we have reserved and any room not reserved by May 8th will be released for the general public. This will necessitate you to respond quickly so that you will not be required to stay at some place off location of the convention.

Summary of the Registration Costs: (note: information explains all registration costs)
Cost per room is $129 +Occupancy Tax for any other rooms needed = $140
Additional cost of Friday  Dinner Buffet  all others $60
Additional cost of Friday Lunch for guest or non-delegate is $30. 

Available to you again this year is the convenience of being able to “Register & Pay Online”. You can visit www.njdistrict.org/convention2018 for more information. Please take advantage of this service. Those not registering on line  must send their registration forms for lodging and hotel meals, together with payment for same to Larry Schumann, Registrar. The convention committee will accept the payments and in turn pay the hotel for purchased rooms and meals using the district’s Tax exempt status. (However, an Occupancy Tax per cost of room is not Tax Exempt.) All rooms are non-smoking. Please note there is no fee for registering on line.

Please Note the Policy of Our Hotel

The Double Tree Guest Suites by Hilton in Mount Laurel has a policy of which you should be aware before you register. Unfortunately this policy is not negotiable:
· Should you decide to cancel your reservation and registration, you must do so at least 72 hours in advance. If you cancel your reservation after that deadline, you will not receive a refund from the hotel or the district.

· A credit card needs to be presented at check-in at the hotel to cover possible incidentals.

Conclusion

We pray all convention plans come together to enrich the lives of all the convention’s participants and their families as well as prove a blessing to our district. May the Lord bless you in this season of Lent and coming  Easter celebration, and speed your planning for convention.

Sincerely,
Larry Schumann
Mr. Larry Schumann, Convention Registrar

Enclosure (Registration Form)

PS Please remember that registration must be received by May 8, 2018 
If arriving Friday Morning, please drive down to the left of the main entrance to the entrance labelled “Falls @ Double Tree.”  This will save you many steps as the Hotel Registration Desk will not be ready yet.

If driving a great distance, it is suggested that you arrive Thursday evening, as Friday’s first session will begin at 10 AM,  Activities are planned for Thursday evening.

Any Special Dietary needs: Please list under Part II on Registration page.
